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SMC Policy Changing Private scripts to FP10’s 

 

Under NHS GMS Regulations the patient is entitled to receive any drug which is available on 
the NHS, via an NHS prescription. 

Requests can be made for GPs to convert a private script to an FP10 however, as per safe 
prescribing guidelines we request an official clinic letter from the private consultant 
explaining the full rationale for the treatment. 

The doctor may decline to prescribe if: 

• A letter explaining the full rationale for the treatment has not been provided by the 
consultant in the private sector. 

• Your GP feels the medicine is not clinically necessary. 
• The medication is unlicensed. 
• The medication is prescribed outside of its licensed indication. 
• The medication is not one he or she would normally prescribe. 
• The medication needs special monitoring and he or she feels they do not have the 

expertise to do this. 
• The use of the medication conflicts with NICE guidance or locally agreed protocols. 
• An equivalent but equally effective medicine is prescribed locally under prescribing 

advice from the ICB. In this situation you will be offered the equivalent medicine. 
• The medicine being recommended is not licensed or only suitable for specialist 

prescribing. 
• The medicine being recommended is not included in our local medicine formulary 

which can be found at https://www.westhertsformulary.nhs.uk/ 

In any of these circumstances the patient will retain the option of purchasing the 
recommended medicine via a prescription from their consultant in the private sector. 

There is also no provision for refunding any money already spent on private treatment, 
including medicines. 

 

Please note: 

http://www.sheepcotmedicalcentre.co.uk/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.westhertsformulary.nhs.uk%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cnicholachamberlain%40nhs.net%7C1d5673864d5e476911c708db04667165%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C638108610245559385%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7HMJr8VKUxQrW7tqFFy%2B5GFy%2FqQnJrzxvPjWVM%2BqeI%3D&reserved=0
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No prescriptions will be added to a patients records as an acute or repeat without a letter 
from the specialist or photograph of the medication label with a clear dosage and date, 
Private or NHS. 
If the drug is not normally prescribed in the UK the nearest UK alternative can be issued if 
the prescriber feels it is within their competency. 
The clinical pharmacist, community pharmacist or PMOT are there to advise if needed. 
It may be necessary to get the advice and guidance of a UK specialist if the prescription is 
issued from outside the UK. 

 

These requests fall outside of our Repeat Prescribing Policy and may require a GP 
Assessment and take 3- 5 working days. 

http://www.sheepcotmedicalcentre.co.uk/

